
 

 

Surprise Valley Homeowners’ Association, Inc. 
Surprise Valley Farmhouse 

December 8, 2025 Board Meeting Minutes 
 

Marjie Roldan (A/Overlook) absent Steve King (H/50) PRESENT 

Joe Atalla (B/39) PRESENT Alan Kahn (I/39) absent 

Gary Wiggins (C/28) PRESENT Byron Erstad (J/49) absent 

Tom Wicher (D/37)         PRESENT Lori Barnum (K/60) absent 

Christa Schooley (E/69) absent Kathy Reavy (L/18) PRESENT 

Lance Millington (F/28) PRESENT Rachael Montesano, Manager PRESENT 

GUEST: TARRA ESHGH PRESENT   

 

The meeting was called to order at 6 PM by Tom Wicher. 

Approval of the November 10, 2025, meeting minutes.  Joe motion to approve, Steve second. 

Unanimous Approval. 

Neighborhood Manager’s Report    

• AR report review – Q3 payments, 98% collected for the year, only 4 unpaid. 

• Holiday tree lighting was a success and well attended; Rachael will put up signs 

next year for better advertising.  

• A “No Overnight Parking” sign was installed at Satellite Pool parking lot 

entrance.  

• Increasing number of complaints about leaf bags.  

▪ Many CCR reminders went out about timing around trash day instead of 

leaving them out all week.  

• Increasing number of complaints about e-bike (loud, dirt bike style). 

▪ This brought up a discussion of how to address complaints.  Rachael will 

attempt to give parents a heads up as kids names are submitted.  The board 

encouraged calls to our neighborhood officer instead.  Gary was informed 

that the City of Boise is hoping to have the new city code finalized by 

June 2026. 

• Internet at the Farmhouse changed to cellular via T-Mobile for a savings of 

$135/mo.   

▪ Unable to change the internet at the Satellite Pool due to a contract with 

Sparklight through December 2028 and a 100% fee for early termination.  

Elected to make no changes here.  

• Multiple requests for the community garden expansion project.  

▪ Rachael will ask these homeowners to form a subcommittee and present a 

plan to the board with what they wish to see.  The board will have to get 

irrigation details from Hopkins and coordinate with subcommittee.  

President’s Report – Tom Wicher  

• 2026 budget approval.  Lance motion to approve.  Gary 2nd.  Unanimous 

approval.   



 

 

• Landscape contract proposal.  

▪ Hopkins presented a 16% increase with a 3-year contract.  Tom asked 

Hopkins to rework the quote pricing for 2026, with a % escalator each 

year for a 5-year term.  Hopkins said this is more typical of their other 

contracts.  The hope is to minimize the annual impact of rising costs.   

• Local neighborhood meetings - January.   

▪ Rachael will email proxies, sample letter, sign in form, quorum 

requirements to each board member by month end.  

• Airport noise – Alaska Airlines 

▪ A homeowner has done quite a bit of research about the Alaska flights 

from Portland & Seattle “cutting corners” over Harris Ranch, Surprise 

Valley, Columbia Village instead of going toward Lucky Peak (avoiding 

the populated areas), which was the previous flight path and the flight path 

of other airlines. Details to follow in the January newsletter about where to 

file a complaint.  Rachael will reach out to her counterparts in neighboring 

HOAs to spread the word.  

 

Treasurer’s Report – Joe Atalla  

• November financials were reviewed.   

Committee Reports 

• Landscape Updates – Steve King 

▪ Seeking bids for eroded beds near Goldrush. 

▪ Steve requested a motion to approve a bonus for Chad with Hopkins.  

Lance 2nd.  Unanimous approval.  

▪ Eastwind driveway plan has been moved west to remove the dead tree and 

keep the healthy one.  

• CC&R Violations – Manager 

▪ Leaf pickup – 6117 Settlement (Rutte) 

▪ Leaf bags – 5546 Broadwing (Deines)  

 

• ACC Report – Manager 

▪ Tree removal – 5396 Hayseed (Cook) 

Old Business 

• Tarra presented Overlook financials.  The project is completed, minus 3 units.  Currently 

going to litigation with the one homeowner who refused access and sequentially blocked 

access to the two units surrounding her.  Overlook will need to hire a 3rd party to 

complete the project as SageWater will not be returning.  

 

New Business  

• Kathy requested permission to enlist ACHD for a traffic study at Hwy 21/Surprise Way 

intersection. The board suggested she starts with a phone call, instead of a letter on behalf 

of the board.  

 

Next Board Meeting - Farmhouse, 6 PM, January 12, 2025  

 

Adjournment - The meeting was adjourned at 7:20 PM  


